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Section 1: Vision statement 
 
This Accessibility Policy and Plan are drawn up in compliance with current legislation and 
requirements as specified in Schedule 10, relating to Disability, of the Equality Act 2010. 
School Governors are accountable for ensuring the implementation, review and reporting on 
progress of the Accessibility Plan over a prescribed period. 
 
Disability is defined by the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 (DDA): 
 
“A person has a disability if he or she has a physical or mental impairment that has a 
substantial and long- term adverse effect on his or her ability to carry out normal day to day 
activities.” 
 
We are committed to providing an accessible environment which values and includes all 
pupils, staff, parents and visitors regardless of their education, physical, sensory, social, 
spiritual, emotional and cultural needs. We are committed to challenging negative attitudes 
about disability and accessibility and to developing a culture of awareness, tolerance and 
inclusion. 
 
An Accessibility Plan will be drawn up to cover a three year period. The plan will be updated 
annually. 
 
To help implement the accessibility plan we will: 
 

• Carry out an audit of the accessibility of the building.  
 

• Improve access to the physical environment of the school, adding specialist facilities 
as necessary. This covers reasonable adjustments to the physical environment of the 
school and physical aids to access education. 

 

• Find out about the access needs of disabled children, staff and parents/carers through 
our Inclusion team meetings.  
 

• Increase access to the curriculum for pupils with a disability, expanding and making 
reasonable adjustments to the curriculum as necessary to ensure that pupils with a 
disability are as, equally, prepared for life as are the able-bodied pupils. This covers 
teaching and learning and the wider curriculum of the school such as participation in 
after-school clubs, leisure and cultural activities or school visits. 

 

• Ensure the provision of specialist aids and equipment, which may assist these pupils 
in accessing the curriculum. 

 

• Improve and make reasonable adjustments to the delivery of written information to 
pupils, staff, parents and visitors with disabilities. Examples might include hand-outs, 
timetables, textbooks and information about the school and school events. The 
information should be made available in various preferred formats within a reasonable 
time frame. 
 

The Action Plan for physical accessibility relates to the Access Audit of the School, which is 
undertaken regularly. It may not be feasible to undertake some of the works during the life of 
this first Accessibility Plan and therefore some items will roll forward into subsequent plans. 
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The audit will need to be revisited prior to the end of each first three-year plan period in order 
to inform the development of the new Plan for the following period. 
 
As curriculum policies are reviewed, a section relating to access will be added to that on 
Equality and Diversity. The terms of reference for all governors’ committees will contain an 
item on “having regard to matters relating to Access”. 
 
The Plan will be monitored by the Governing Body Business Committee. 
 
The Plan may be reviewed by Ofsted as part of their inspection cycle. 
 
 
We acknowledge that there is a need for on-going awareness raising and training for staff and 
governors in the matter of disability discrimination and the need to inform attitudes on this 
matter. 
 
Section 2: Aims and objectives 

 
Our aims are to: 
 

• Increase access to the curriculum for pupils with a disability 

• Improve and maintain access to the physical environment 

• Improve the delivery of written information to pupils 
 
The table below sets out how the school will achieve these aims. 
 

Increased Access to the Curriculum 

 Targets 
Actions to be taken/ 

Strategies 
Person responsible Monitoring Success Criteria 
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Ensure staff have 
access to disability 
awareness training as 
required. 

• Identify training 
needs through PD 
meetings and 
progress reviews. 

• Staff to access 
relevant training. 

SENCO SLT All training needs are 
identified and staff are 
equipped with the skills 
and knowledge needed 
to support children with 
disabilities. 

Ensure that all classes 
are organised to provide 
optimum access to the 
curriculum for children 
with disabilities.  

Children to have access 
to: 

• Visual aids 

• Symbols/ pictures 
where needed 

• Visual timetables 

• Any other 
resources as 
identified on 
individual provision 
maps 

SENCO 
Class Teachers 

SENCO Equipment to enable 
access to the curriculum 
for disabled children in 
in place in every 
classroom. Classrooms 
are organised to meet 
the needs of all pupils.  

Ensure all staff are able 
to use SEND resources 
including IT software. 

• Identify training 
needs. 

• Audit all SEND 
resources and 
make a list 
available to staff. 

• Run training where 
necessary. 

SENCO 
Class Teachers 

SENCO Resources, including 
ICT software are used 
successfully to meet the 
needs of disabled 
children.  

 Review all curriculum 
areas to include 
disability issues. 

• Include specific 
reference to 
disability equality in 
all curriculum 
reviews 
 

Curriculum leader SLT The profile of disability 
equality awareness is 
raised throughout the 
school.  
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All out of school 
activities are planned to 
ensure the participation 
of a whole range of 
pupils where necessary  

• Review out of 
school provision to 
ensure compliance 
with legislation  

• Ensure out of 
school activities 
are conducted in 
an inclusive 
environment  

Educational visits  
coordinator  

SLT All children have access 
to a range of extra- 
curricular activities 

 

Raise the awareness of 
disability issues. 

• Develop links with 
local special 
schools and 
experts in the 
wider community  

• Organise 
opportunities for 
key members of 
staff to observe 
teaching 
techniques by 
experts 

SENCO Headteacher The whole school 
community will be 
aware of issues relating 
to access 

Improve and maintain access to the physical environment 

 Targets 
Actions to be taken/ 

Strategies 
Person responsible Monitoring Success Criteria 
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Complete an audit of 
accessibility to the 
environment 

• Audit to be 
completed by the 
premises manager 
in conjunction with 
the business 
manager 

• Results to be 
shared with 
governors 

• Secondary audit to 
be completed with 
consultation from 
pupils and parents 

Business Manager 
Premises Manager 

Head Teacher Audit carried out and 
access for site users 
identified.  
 

Ensure all building work 
has considered 
accessibility guidance  

• Discuss 
accessibility with 
relevant personnel 
and contractors 

Business Manager 
Premises Manager  

Head Teacher Any building work 
undertaken from will 
have considered 
accessibility guidance. 
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Improve signage and 
external access for 
visually impaired people 

• Ensure external 
lighting is in full 
working order 

• Ensure all 
prominent exits 
and entrances 
have hazard 
stripes 

• Ensure there are 
signs appropriate 
for visually- 
impaired 

Premises Manager Business Manager 
 

Signage and lighting 
ensures people who are 
visually impaired have 
access to the building 
safely. 
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 To improve access to 
designated areas for site 
users 

• Implement actions 
identified in audits.  

Premises  Manager Head Teacher Accessibility of the 
school is increased for 
all. 
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Section 3: Access audit 

Improve the delivery of written information  

 Targets 
Actions to be taken/ 

Strategies 
Person responsible Monitoring Success Criteria 
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Review all information 
sent to parents/carers to 
ensure it is accessible.  

• Ask parents/carers 
about access 
needs when each 
child is admitted 

• Review all letters 
sent home to 
ensure they are 
appropriate 

• Produce 
correspondence in 
alternative formats 
e.g. large print, 
when requested 

• Ensure the school 
website is up to 
date and includes 
all letters sent out 

All staff SLT All correspondence 
sent out to stakeholders 
is accessible.  
 

Ensure all staff are aware 
of guidance on accessible 
formats 

• Provide guidance SENCO SLT All correspondence 
sent out to stakeholders 
is accessible.  
 

Discuss access 
arrangements to 
information within review 
meetings with parents  

• Ask parents/carers 
about their 
preferred formats  

SENCO SLT All correspondence 
sent out to stakeholders 
is accessible.  
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Raise the awareness of 
adults working at and for 
the school on the 
importance of good 
communication systems 

• Arrange training 
when appropriate 

SENCO SLT The school will be more 
effective in meeting the 
needs of pupils. 

Feature Description Actions to be taken Person responsible 
Date to complete 

actions by 

Number of storeys Three storey building. None   

Corridor access 

Access to ground floor 
corridor is  via the main 
entrance door and hall 
door. Corridor is wide and 
flooring and walls are. 

None   

Lifts  There are no lifts None   

Parking bays 

Controlled parking will be 
introduced in September. 
Anyone with mobility 
difficulties are able to 
park on the double yellow 
lines around the school 
as long as they display 
their blue badge. 

 

None   

 

 

Entrances 

There is a ramp to the 
main entrance door. An 
intercom button is located 
next to the door to gain 
access. There is also a 
ramp to the hall from the 
KS1 playground Flat 
access to SCLC. 

Access to main reception 
is level and suitable is 
accessible by wheelchair. 

Business 
Manager/Premises 
Manager 
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Ramps 

There are ramps to the 
ground floor entrance 
door and the hall doors in 
the playground. 

 

None   

Toilets 

Disabled toilet on the 
ground floor in main 
building which is suitable 
for wheelchair users. Also 
has a flat access shower. 
Disabled toilet in SCLC.  

Wheelchair accessible 
toilet in the main 
reception. 

Wheelchair accessible 
toilet on the ground floor 
of the main building 
which also has a level 
access shower. 

 

None   

Reception area 

Reception is accessed 
via the front door which is 
ramped. Staff meet all 
visitors as soon as they 
enter the entrance door.  

 

 

Since completion of the 
main reception project, 
access to the main 
reception is now level 
access from the street via 
a gate and door. Both 
have an intercom to gain 
access. The reception 
desk is manned at all 
times and visitors can be 
seen through the clear 
entrance door and 
intercom camera. 

Reception area project 
will commence in 
October. 

Business 
Manager/Premises 
Manager 

 

Internal signage 

Signs in the playground 
direct visitors to the 
nursery and reception 
classes and the Main 
Entrance. 

 

Investigate further 
signage as part of the 
Reception project.  

Business 
Manager/Premises 
Manager 

 

Emergency escape 
routes 

Escape routes are 
through all ground floor 
doors. Fire drills take 
place termly to ensure 
staff and pupils are 
aware. Emergency 
lighting is installed to aid 
evacuation 

None   


